
DRAFT MINUTES 

FRIENDS OF THE BROOKFIELD LIBRARY MONTHLY MEETING 

APRIL 6, 2021 - 6:30 P.M., VIA ZOOM 

 
  

I. Call to order 

Present: G. May, B. McIlvaine, S. Markowitz, D. Cioffi, K. Murcott, Y. Cech 

 

II. Approval of Minutes – Emailed both February and March 

 

III. Treasurer’s Report – K. Murcott reported that the account has a 

balance of $17,829.70. Y. Cech will check with N. Dest about 

understanding how to monitor the sale of book bags and magnets. 

 

 IV.        Old Business 

a)   FOCL Membership Renewal 

b)   Library Giving Day Update – Kevin & Dawn – D. Cioffi reviewed the 

status of the campaign. The Friends have already met the $500 goal that 

will be matched by McCaffrey Realty.  

c)    Possible new logo – Kevin – Tabled, as K. Carneglia was not present. 

G. May noted that the tri-fold flyer needs to be updated and posted to 

Instagram. It was pointed out that OTOR, Library Giving Day and the craft 

fair event need to be added. B. McIlvaine will post it in Bookfinder. G. May 

will change the dates for volunteers to come from Tuesday/Thursday to 

Monday/Wednesday.  

 

   V.        New Business 

a) Farmers Market, we are signed up – need to put out email looking for 

help – GM to sign up hopefully tomorrow. Many of the vendors will be 

at the craft fair.  

   

 VI.        Book Sale 

a)   The bin is open, and we are accepting books, Dan will be available on 

Monday and Wednesday evenings between 6 pm and 8 pm to open the 

trailer for volunteers; 



b)   Craft Fair and Book Sale on the Lawn Update – Need Volunteers -G. 

May reviewed the vendors that are coming. There are 14 in total, and she 

will invite 6 more. The Girl Scouts will have a table to sell cookies, and the 

Theatre will have an informational table. Twins Barbeque will be present 

with their food truck. Miss Mary Way will be blocked off. Volunteers are 

asked to park at the theatre. Additionally, spaces around the trailer will be 

blocked off to unload books.  Dan had talked with Gary at Discover Books 

about taking books, but nothing has been scheduled yet. There was 

discussion regarding having Scout volunteers and the possibility of them 

setting up a coffee stand like they did at the last book sale at Center 

School. S. Markowitz inquired regarding the possibility of the Craft Fair 

could be done at CES, and B. McIlvaine pointed out the difficulty getting 

the books to Center School. There will be two traffic guides at access and 

egress points to direct vendors. B. McIlvaine noted that that vendors 

cannot drive to their stand.  They will have to drop off in driveway and 

walk materials to stand. G. May will do her best to accommodate the 

vendors with their requests for location. She will also ask G. Markowitz if 

he is willing to direct traffic. 

Y. Cech inquired if the side lawn by the arbor will be used. G. May advised 

it would be not, as the hill in that area would impede strollers and 

disabled. G. May clarified that the sale will be directly behind the library 

facing the road and by Miss Mary’s Way. B. McIlvaine suggested marking 

a couple of parking spots as handicapped parking. S. Markowitz will ask 

the church about overflow parking. 

c)    Book sales – let’s set some dates! – May / June / July / August – 

There was discussion regarding being aware of dates that the theatre is 

having performances.  

VII.        Directors Report 

There was discussion regarding whether the Friends should finance the 

renewal of the museum passes. G. May suggested putting a donation box 

exclusively for this fund and utilizing a thermometer-type goal measure. Y. 

Cech agreed and suggested using the donation box with a key. G. May 

recommended putting a list of the museum passes on the A-frame 

chalkboard to increase exposure of this resource. K. Murcott inquired if the 

FOBL should be paying for passes as many museums are not yet open. D. 

Cioffi will look through the past minutes for information about votes on 

museum passes. There was additional discussion regarding how many 

museums are open and accepting passes. 

 

S. Markowitz mentioned there may be a greater interest in using the passes 

during April vacation. At present, we are only aware of the Beardsley Zoo 

and the New Britain Museum being open. K. Murcott noted that the library’s 

Everwonder (Newtown) museum pass expired at the end of March, and the 

Indian Studies Museum needs renewal. 



B. McIlvaine left the meeting at 7:03 pm. 

 

Y. Cech suggested that K. Murcott speak with S. Hitchcock who is compiling a 

list of museums and their status. The current museums that need renewal 

are Beardsley, The Children’s Museum (West Hartford)/Roaring Brook, for a 

total of $645. S. Markowitz moved to approve the payment of $645 to 

renew those museum passes. D. Cioffi seconded the motion, and it 

carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Cioffi 


