
DRAFT MINUTES 

FRIENDS OF THE BROOKFIELD LIBRARY MONTHLY MEETING 

MARCH 2, 2021 - 6:30 P.M., VIA ZOOM 

 

Present:  G. May, D. Cioffi, Y. Cech, K. Carneglia, B. McIlvaine, K. Murcott, D. Mariano, T. 
Hudak, P. Buchan 

 

   I.        Call to order – The meeting was called to order by G. May at 6:30 

pm. 

  II.        Approval of Minutes – The Minutes of the February 2, 2021 

meeting will be reviewed and approved next month. 

III.        Treasurer’s Report – It was unclear if D. Mariano was on Zoom 

call.  G. May advised that D. Crane is not sure if she can take over as 

Treasurer as she has been working extra hours administering the vaccine.  It 

appears that D. Mariano was not able to connect to the call.  

 IV.        Old Business 

a. PayPal withdrawal question – It has been confirmed that the 

Friends and the Library have two separate PayPal accounts.   

b. FOCL Membership Renewal – No action. 

   V.        New Business 

a)    Web page update – The new Library website will be rolled out in 

March.   

b)   New Library Committee – G. May indicated she was confused 

about an email she received from C. Cumberton asking for support of a 

$30,000 amount in the library budget.  B. McIlvaine explained that the 

New Library Committee is working on a timeline for a new library, and 

$30,000 is being proposed in this year’s library budget for architectural 

fees associated with reviewing the use of Center School as a library 

(based on the Center School Ad Hoc Committee’s recommendation).   The 

Board of Selectmen is proposing its budget tonight to the Board of 

Finance.  C. Cumberton was inquiring of the Friends if the group would be 

willing to express support for that part of the budget via email or 

speaking on Zoom at the meeting.  G. May indicated she would send an 

email to the Friends’ mailing list with the proposed language if they 

wished to support the budget.  P. Buchan moved to send an email to 

the Board of Finance to support the expenditure of $30,000 in the 

budget for architectural fees to review the study of Center School 

as a library.  D Cioffi seconded the motion, and it carried.  It was 



noted that individual support can also be sent to the Board of Finance.  It 

was further noted that the Board of Finance email address should be in C. 

Cumberton’s email. 

c)    Farmers’ Market – After discussion, B. McIlvaine moved, 

seconded by P. Buchan, to pay the fee to for the Friends to 

participate in the Farmers’ Market this summer.  Motion carried. 

VI.        Book Sale 

a. Craft Fair and Book Sale on the Lawn Update – Invited, checks, - 

There has been a good response from proposed vendors for the craft fair.  

Twins BBQ Food truck will be there, as well as Pepe’s Clams and other 

regulars from the Farmers’ Market.  K. Murcott indicated that only one 

vendor check has been received, and G. May advised that the vendors can 

pay on the day of the event.  There was discussion regarding stable and 

level areas of the library lawn, and the possibility of Boy Scouts helping 

with transporting materials from the parking lot to the front lawn.  There 

was discussion regarding putting the food truck and clam truck near the 

theatre parking.  Y. Cech will send G. May the email for the theatre to 

request use of the parking spaces.  

B. McIlvaine left the meeting at 7 pm to attend the Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 

It was suggested that the craft fair information be put into the April 

newsletter, and “save the date” information will be put on library social 

media. K. Carneglia will utilize Canva to design a flyer. 

b. Book collection to begin – Volunteers are needed to empty the bin, 

and it will need to be emptied on a regular basis.  D. May will take the 

lock off the bin by the end of the week.  The Library will send out a 

Mailchimp that the Friends are accepting donations again, and the mailing  

will include the materials that should not be included as donations (i.e., 

encyclopedias).  After discussion, it was suggested that high schoolers be 

solicited for volunteering on Tuesday and Thursday nights from 6 – 8 p.m. 

because D. May will be at the library to supervise and direct them.  K. 

Murcott will start taking phone numbers from high schoolers so that a 

schedule can be made up.   

c. Book sales – let’s set some dates! – The possibility of holding an 

indoor sale will be reviewed mid-summer when it is determined what the 

vaccination rates are.  After discussion, it was suggested that one sale a 

month be held, at the end of May, June, July, and August.  G. May 

strongly recommended that the sales last more than four hours per sale, 

i.e., 10 am – 4 pm.  She will speak with D. May about his upcoming 

summer weekend schedule.   

 



VII.        Director’s Report – Y. Cech confirmed that if the Children’s 

Department does not exceed the previously approved $2,000 in 

expenditures, another vote is not necessary. 

Y. Cech then reviewed the Connecticut Library Consortium’s program 

regarding “Library Giving Day” which is a national day of giving devoted just 

to libraries.  This year it will be held on April 7.  The campaign is free and 

nationally sanctioned.  Y. Cech noted that it is an ideal program to use for 

the toward building the new library, however, the Brookfield Library 

Foundation is not set up with a website to allow for donations.  The 

Foundation is requesting that the Friends partner with it and participate in 

Library Giving Day and donate any proceeds toward a new library.  CLC has 

provided digital content and templates and materials for flyers.  It 

encourages that groups participating set a goal and send it to many people 

and that local community partners be solicited to “match” donations.  On the 

day of the event, social media and any other venues used to promote the 

occasion should send updates about how close the group is to making its 

goal.     

There was discussion regarding the importance of having a logo, and K. 

Carneglia has offered to approach a local sign company about designing a 

logo. 

D. Cioffi moved that the funds raised on Library Giving Day be 

donated to the Library Building Fund.  P. Buchan seconded the 

motion, and it carried. 

D. Cioffi and K. Carneglia will work with Y. Cech about promoting Library 

Giving Day this year. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Cioffi 

 

 


