
DRAFT MINUTES 

FRIENDS OF THE BROOKFIELD LIBRARY MONTHLY MEETING 

JANUARY 5, 2021 - 6:30 P.M., VIA ZOOM 

Present:  G. May, D. Cioffi, Y. Cech, K. Murcott, D. Mariano, P. Buchan, S. Markowitz, K. Carneglia, P. 

Buchan, C. Cumberton, D. Crane, B. McIlvaine 

    I.        Call to order 

G. May called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

II.        Approval of minutes from last meeting  

D. Mariano moved to approve the Minutes of the December 1, 2020 meeting.  S. Markowitz seconded 

the motion, and it carried. 

III.        Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasury balance is $23,299.97, which includes $6,545 from the recent membership drive.  

Additional magnets and bookbags have been sold.  The Podhouser memorial funds now total $875, and 

the Gereg memorial funds are $1,075.  K. Murcott has provided D. Mariano with thank you cards. 

Dawn advised that Library Social Media Specialist R. Quattro has asked The Friends to push the 

bookbags on Facebook, and K. Carneglia agreed to do so. 

Georgette inquired if the Town of Brookfield prints that were donated could be put on Facebook for sale 

as well. 

B. McIlvaine pointed out that book sales are tax-free, however, other items, such as the bookbags, are 

not.  D. Mariano noted she is aware of this.  It was suggested that the prints be sold for $25-$35 each.  Y. 

Cech will speak with IT Head J. Doyon about uploading the prints for sale to the website, and asked G. 

May to send her the information. 

K. Carneglia will put the Library’s “wish list” for books on an Amazon wish list so that patrons can buy 

books for the Library.  B. McIlvaine inquired how we could find out what has been purchased.  D. Crane 

stated that purchases are removed from the wish list, so it is trackable.  Y. Cech stated that the Amazon 

book purchases involve more processing on the Library’s end before they can circulate.  It was suggested 

that an option be added to allow patrons to purchase Amazon gift cards for the Library.   This would 

negate the problem of making tech services do more processing work for those Amazon purchases. 

T. Hudak joined the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 

It was noted that 200 bookbags and 100 magnets with the new logo were purchased. 

IV. Old Business 

V.  New Business 



(a)  Committees  

(b) Giving Tuesday –  

(c)  New Fundraising Ideas –  

VI.  Book Sale  

(a) No longer accepting books until spring –  

There was discussion regarding the pop-up booksales held this past year during the pandemic.  B. 

McIlvaine suggested doing more of them.  There was discussion regarding setting up earlier, and leaving 

the books outside covered with tarps and secured with rope or tape so that multi-day events could 

occur.  This would involve the Library giving up parking when it re-opens, which Y. Cech does not 

anticipate happening until at least March. 

B. McIlvaine advised she forwarded an email to G. May re: the Amazon bookstore.  It was noted by G. 

May that lack of space is an issue.  She further indicated that the donation bin generally opens in March, 

with an early pop-up booksale held in May.  Y. Cech added that the decision to open the Library will be 

made in conjunction with the Department of Public Health and the First Selectman’s Office.    

There was discussion regarding holding a pop-up sale with the Garden Club’s Annual Sale in May, 

however, D. Mariano indicated that their sale is tentative right now. 

G. May inquired if anyone was interested in researching old books that we could sell online. 

Y. Cech indicated there was a request from vendors from the past small business holiday event about 

holding a craft fair outdoors in the spring.  She suggested getting in touch with the vendors about 

possible dates and rain dates.  D. Mariano inquired if it was possible to do this type of event at The 

Dome in Danbury.  G. May stated that she has an envelope full of business cards from the 2019 vendor 

fair. 

D. May indicated that the donation bin will not be open until March 1st . 

G. May has been putting some of the older paperbacks on the Library’s “free” cart, and keeping the 

nicer ones for Adult Services Librarian R. Leff.  It was suggested she email R. Leff to determine if the is 

interested in the paperbacks. 

 

VII.  Director’s Report –  

Y. Cech advised that she has been receiving payment requests from Ancestry.  D. Mariano believes the 

subscription renews in March.  Y. Cech stated that Teen Services Librarian A. Lynch is checking the 

Brookfield Schools’ social studies curriculum to see if there are possible projects related to 

immigration/family research for which Ancestry could serve as a research tool. 

Y. Cech noted that the virtual programs being done at the Library are very well-attended.  She indicated 

that the next One Town One Read will be launching soon, and she will return to The Friends with budget 

information on that, as well as Summer Reading, which will also be virtual. this year.   



P. Buchan inquired about the book groups for January.  Y. Cech explained that there is a staff shortage 

and all book groups will be returning in February. 

It was noted that the last Ancestry check to ProQuest was written on 1/7/20 for $2558, so it was 

requested that K. Murcott write a check to renew the subscription. 

D. Mariano expressed her need to get together with D. Crane to go to bank and start transferring things 

over. 

G. May stated that the Bristol Public Library is conducting an author luncheon via Zoom.  Y. Cech 

indicated that there are three potential opportunities for upcoming author discussions at the Library. 

There was brief discussion regarding the Amazon bookstore, and the omission of the individual(s) name 

that was involved.   

There was discussion regarding having sale and inviting the dealers first.  B. McIlvaine discussed 

Booksale Finder.   

There was additional discussion regarding the success of the membership appeal.  It was noted that 

there were many repeat donors from last year. 

D. Mariano moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m.  D. Cioffi seconded the motion, and it carried. 

The next meeting date will be held on Tuesday, February 2, 2021, at 6:30 pm via Zoom.  

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Cioffi, Recording Secretary 

 

   

 

 


