
MINUTES  

FRIENDS OF THE BROOKFIELD LIBRARY MONTHLY MEETING 

OCTOBER 6, 2020 - 6:30 P.M., VIA ZOOM 

(approved 11/10/2020) 

 

Present:  G. May, D. Cioffi, Y. Cech, T. Heller (left the meeting at ???), B. McIlvaine, P. Hopewell, K. 

Murcott, P. Buchan, F. Farrell, D. Mariano, S. Markowitz, T. Hudak  

    I.        Call to order 

G. May called the meeting to order. 

  II.        Approval of minutes from last meeting 

D. Cioffi will attempt to find the Minutes from the last regular meeting (February or March 2020, pre-

pandemic) so that they may be distributed and offered for approval at the next meeting. 

III.        Treasurer’s Report 

D. Mariano reported that there is $16,960.26 in the account at present.  She added that there have been 

donations as a memorial of Pete Gereg ($550) and Lenore Podhouser ($250).  K. Murcott indicated that 

she had additional checks in honor of those two individuals as well.  She and D. Mariano will meet and 

coordinate all the donations. 

T. Hudak joined the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 

IV.        Old Business 

None. 

   V.        New business 

Election of Officers (next month) 

D. Mariano is retiring after 30+ years of being Treasurer.   G. May noted that all positions are open. 

G. May indicated there has been some interest by individuals in performing tasks that can be done from 

home, i.e., social media, corresponding secretary.  She advised that S. Iverson and K. Carneglio have 

expressed an interest in helping, and former library employee D. Crane will meet with D. Mariano and K. 

Murcott about the treasurer role.  G. May continues to reach out to patrons that visit the library when 

she is performing her door monitor duties. 



VI.        Book Sale 

A mini-book sale will be held on Sunday, October 11 and will be formatted as it was in August, with a 

tent, tables set up to allow for socially distant browsing, and masks, hand sanitizer and gloves available.  

The prices will be the same, and it was noted that it will be a good time to sort books in the trailer, and 

the last opportunity for the public to make donations at least until March of 2021.  After Sunday's sale, 

the donation bin will be locked.  Y. Cech suggested that a sign be put on the bin advising donors of 

alternative locations to bring donations (i.e., Goodwill, etc.).  D. Mariano will investigate if the bin can be 

moved.  K. Murcott will ask Reference Librarian E. Oedel to research if there are other locations that will 

accept donated books.  There was discussion regarding the ongoing problem of people leaving books in 

or around the book drops that patrons return library materials in. 

D. Cioffi, G. May and B. McIlvaine will be at the book sale around 8 am for set up for a 10 am opening.  T. 

Hudak will arrive around 11 a.m.   The sale will conclude at 2 p.m., and then there will be clean up. 

VII.  Director's Report - 

Y. Cech provided an update on status of the library re-opening, reviewing the hours and noting the 

presence of a door monitor who is asking health screening questions, and adherence to all health 

department and CDC guidelines.  She also stated there is an individual charged with sanitizing duties in 

the building for two hours every day.  Y. Cech added that the requirement of making an appointment to 

use the library will be removed on October 10. 

S. Markowitz joined the meeting at 7 p.m. 

Y. Cech reviewed what the Friends' account has funded in the past, noting that the pandemic has 

eliminated the use of museum passes, Tixkeeper and movie licenses.  D. Mariano explained the 

insurance coverage expense, the State of CT filing fee, and Lostocco trailer rental.  There was discussion 

on how the Friends can continue to support the library programs without the benefit of holding the 

annual book sale this year.    

Y. Cech discussed the One Town, One Read Program and Summer Reading, and how the Friends' funding 

supports those endeavors.  She shared a spreadsheet with a proposed budget.  There was discussion 

regarding purchasing a trailer from Lostocco rather than continuing to rent.   

D. Mariano suggested putting the Gereg and Podhouser donations toward the Summer Reading 

program as both individuals were educators. 

B. McIlvaine inquired if the FOBL has ever requested funding from the schools for the Summer Reading 

Program.  There was discussion regarding the research findings of declining reading skills in children that 

do not continue to read over summer break.  Y. Cech responded that she is not aware of any requests 

for funding from the schools in the past but indicated that a parent group might consider doing this. 

 



Miscellaneous - 

There was discussion regarding the annual appeal for membership, which is done immediately after 

Thanksgiving.  D. Mariano explained to new members that a town-wide mailing was done last year for 

the first time in a long time.  She will do an inventory of the remaining envelopes, and Y. Cech will 

compose another letter highlighting the library programs that have been supported by the Friends in the 

past.  Once that letter is completed, printed, stuffed and put into stamped envelopes, the mailing could 

be ready to go on "Giving Tuesday" (again, after Thanksgiving).   

Patty Buchan suggested that those present introduce themselves over the Zoom call: 

P. Hopewell discussed her recent inventory of "Little, Free Libraries" throughout the town (near 

Brookfield Funeral Home and Kids' Kingdom).  Paula noted that the structure near Kids' Kingdom needs 

children’s books, and she will come to the book sale on Sunday to replenish that library. 

K. Murcott advised she works at the library and is the assistant treasurer of the Friends. 

F. Farrell reviewed his background in publishing. 

T. Hudak recently retired from the nursing profession. 

S. Markowitz is a librarian at Henry Abbott Technical School in Danbury. 

There was discussion regarding the next meeting date, which is Election Day. 

P. Hopewell complimented the virtual voter registration program, and Y. Cech pointed out there was 

going to be a "Meet the Candidates" program on October 8. 

G. May advised that the Art Gallery was going to be re-opening on a limited basis, and that the current 

exhibitors are instructing an "Outdoor Photography" program on October 17. 

D. Mariano noted there are Garden Club programs being planned. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Cioffi, Recording Secretary 

 


