
Draft Minutes 

Friends of the Brookfield Library 

October 1, 2019 

Brookfield Library Community Room 

 

I. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 6:33 by G. May. 

Present: J. Osika, B. McIlvaine, Y. Cech, A. White, G. May, D. Cioffi, D. Mariano 

 

II.        Approval of minutes from last meeting – The Minutes of the September 17, 2019 meeting 

were approved. 

 

IV.        Old Business 

a. Proper Collection Box – Jean Osika to research- J. Osika investigated a couple of examples of 

donation collection boxes on Amazon and Target.  Y. Cech noted that the locations/events that it 

would be used at should be considered.  It was noted it would likely be at programs and the book 

sale.  G. May will ask J. Furlong if he is interested in helping with the project.  J. Osika showed 

an example of one she found at Target.com, but it is not clear if that donation box has a lock. 

 

II. Treasurer’s Report – The report was distributed.  Upcoming expenses that the FOBL 

have committed to include subscriptions to museum passes, Bookpage, Ancestry.com, as 

well as the expense of the trailer and funding Summer Reading 2020. 

 

There was discussion regarding funding an adult program that is an “organization series”.  D. Cioffi 

moved to approve payment of $150 for Kerri Colombo, and $142.98 for the “Spark Joy” program, 

for a total of $292.98.  D. Mariano seconded the motion, and it carried. 

 

IV. Old Business (continued) 

 

b. Possibly giving up one in-library sale shelf for a Genealogy Section - G. May will give 

Yvonne Jan Howard’s contact information to discuss this with her.  B. McIlvaine noted that use 

of space in the building is at the discretion of the library. 

c. Publicizing Amazon Smile – this is not set up for the Friends but for the “Brookfield Library 

Foundation” – B. McIlvaine explained what the Foundation is.  D. Mariano noted that the FOBL 

has made donations to the Foundation in the past.  B. McIlvaine further noted that the Foundation 

account is managed professionally. 

d. Question from FOCL – “Do we have a reserve fund and how do we determine how much to 

keep in it?” – Currently, the FOBL does not have a reserve fund. 



e. Can anyone donate an iPad for the circulation desk to use for selling books? – Jean Osika 

has a friend that will be donating an iPad, and G. May has a credit card swiper.  There was 

discussion regarding putting a PayPal link on the website, to allow people to purchase books, 

donate, and pay their membership by credit card.   

f. Election of Officers – B. McIlvaine and P. Buchan will make up the nominating committee for 

officers for the FOBL and will report back at the November meeting.  D. Mariano advised that 

Paula Hopewell has expressed interest in becoming involved with the FOBL.   

   V.        New Business 

a. Fundraising Ideas ….   There was discussion regarding utilizing a bulk mailing to increase 

fundraising efforts.  D. Mariano reviewed the information she obtained from Impact Printing.  

Mail routes would have to be obtained from the post office.  The cost for postage would be 

approximately $1,500, and the mailed would have to be done over a two-day period.  The cost of 

getting the route information can be obtained through the post office or EDDM website.  It was 

noted that a town-wide mailing could cost up to $2,500-4,000 but would only be done every 

couple of years.  Those present were asked to think about making this investment.  Y. Cech 

suggested obtaining some other pricing from other printers, and B. McIlvaine will find out from 

M. Jaffe the cost of the recent town wide mailing regarding summer library programs.  Dawn will 

investigate the year of origin of the FOBL.  Y. Cech suggested the formation of a subcommittee 

to do research.  D. Mariano will compose a list of what the Friends do, and it was decided that a 

special meeting related to the mailing campaign will be held on October 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Miscellaneous – 

Director’s Report – Y. Cech shared an article about the Library’s Little Adventurer’s story hour that was 

published in Fairfield County Parent and Connecticut Parent magazines. 

 

Request from Katherine – See above. 

 

VI.        Book Sale  

a.   Book Sale Review 

• Profits and Attendance numbers 

• Teen Books being in the same room as the children’s books need to be the same price or 

moved out to the gym.  Teen books will likely be moved into the gym. 

• Topics to Drop – Parenting / Home Schooling / Reference / Entertainment books (can we 

divert them to the Art Committee to try to sell to fund their programs?) – It was 

suggested that some of the art books be given to that committee to sell, to raise money to 

fund their refreshments.  Some of the artwork has been selling, and it’s been requested 

that when that occurs, that a small percentage of the sale be donated to the FOBL.  B. 

McIlvaine suggested limiting the number of art books to four boxes.  She also suggested 

deleting the religion topic, however, G. May advised that Americans for Kenya take all 

the leftover religion books. 



 

Miscellaneous - Andrea White suggested putting out young adult books for sale at teen programs. 

• 8:30 am was a good time to open the doors, however, stop collecting at 10 am and not 11 

am – The end time for collecting will remain at 11 a.m.  Monday will be a “free” day. 

• Unsorted Mass Market Paperbacks tables worked out well! 

• Possibly having something like “Junk in the Trunk” sale going on one day of our 

sale?  Possibly Sunday   

g. Bin to Lock / or / Not to Lock?  We cannot have a trailer and a half again unless we find 

another way to sell the books or have multiple sales – Collection of books will stop on 

November 23, 2019 and re-open on March 1, 2020.  Library staff should tell patrons looking 

to make donations to take their books to Goodwill.  Signs should be made to advertise this 

time period.  

h. Tables – The school can only provide 5 of the cafeteria tables in the gym, if we drop at least 

two topics we should not have a table problem next year 

i. Sorting & storage ideas – G. May will discuss at the next regular meeting. 

j. Prices on In-House book sale books  

k. On-Line book sales  

     

Director’s report (continued) – Y. Cech noted that the One Town One Read (OTOR) program was very 

successful and thanked the FOBL for its support.  She indicated there were 131 attendees, 180 books 

purchased, and excellent participation in the associated programs. 

Yvonne also advised that a member of the community recently passed away, and the family has asked that 

any donations be sent to the Friends.  The donations will be tallied, and the money will be put towards 

something that the Library needs.  D. Mariano will speak with K. Murcott about this. 

 

G. May advised that sorters needed for next week. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Cioffi 


