
Draft Minutes 

Friends of the Brookfield Library 

November 5, 2019 

Brookfield Library Community Room 

 

I. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 6:33 by G. May. 

Present: J. Osika, P. Buchan, B. McIlvaine, Y. Cech, A. White, G. May, D. Cioffi, D. Mariano 

II.  Special Guest(s) - Boy Scout Troops 135 and 235 were present.  They sold drinks and 

snacks at the book sale this past July, and presented a check representing the proceeds of 

that sale as a donation to the FOBL. 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting – D. Cioffi reviewed the minutes from the 

October 1 meeting. 

IV. Treasurer’s Report – G. May demonstrated how the Amazon Smile account and Google 

library extension work.   

B. McIlvaine arrived at 6:48 p,m. 

G. May will advise D. Mariano how much was made at the farmers’ market over the 

season.  The treasurer’s report was reviewed.  D. Mariano moved to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report, A. White seconded the motion, and it carried. 

V.  Old Business 

a) Election of Officers - It was noted that P. Hopewell is interested in becoming an active 

member of the Friends, but not in an officer role yet.  G. May encouraged J. Osika and A. 

White to consider becoming more involved.  P. Buchan distributed the proposed slate of 

officers, as follows:  President – G. May; Secretary D. Cioffi, Treasurer D. Mariano, with 

the stipulation that G. May will meet with J. Osika and A. White about increasing their 

roles. 

b) Yearly membership appeal mailing – Y. Cech showed the final draft of the two 

envelopes that will be mailed to town residents.  The envelopes can be stuffed as soon as 

the printing process is complete.  The printer will put bundle the mailing in packets of 

100.  The mailing will go to post office boxes, too.  Once the post office gets the 

envelopes, it will take approximately two days for the mailing to be processed. 

c) Copier – New and Old – Y. Cech continues to follow up with the Town’s purchasing 

agent regarding town copiers coming off their current contract.   

d) Proper Collection Box – Jean Osika to research – Jean will order the box she found at 

Target.  If it is turns out to be acceptable, the FOBL will use it, and Jean will be 

reimbursed. 

e) Question from FOCL – “Do we have a reserve fund and how do we determine how 

much to keep in it?” – G. May stated that the budget is half-done.  The mailing will cost a 

little more than $3,000. 

f) Can anyone donate an iPad for the circulation desk to use for selling books? 

– J. Osika has donated an iPad, and G. May has a credit card swiper that she will 

give to J. Doyon. 



g) Publicizing Amazon Smile & the Google Library Extension publishing.  

Discussed above.   

VI. New Business 

a) Holiday Dinner in lieu of December meeting?  Dan and I suggest John’s because it’s 

affordable and the menu speaks to the most people … maybe we could do it on a night 

when the library closes the earliest?  - It was suggested that the FOBL order pizza the day 

of the mailer stuffing. 

b) Giving Tuesday – This event is December 3.  It was suggested that a campaign be set up 

on Facebook.  A. White will research how this can be accomplished.     

c) New Free Library – There was discussion about someone interested in setting up a new 

free library at the Dunkin Donuts in the Wesco Plaza.  Y. Cech advised that there are two 

free libraries already in town; one which is registered, and another that is not.  There is a 

cost associated with registering the free library. 

d) New Fundraising ideas – Ann Katsarakes suggested connecting with Hannoush Jewelers 

for a “buy gold” event.  The FOBL would get 5%, of the proceeds, and would need to 

provide a table.  There was discussion regarding whether it could be done at the holiday 

boutique, or on November 19, between 6-8 pm upstairs in the library.  Either date could 

be promoted via social media. 

Y. Cech is looking for someone to spearhead social media and an electronic newsletter for the 

FOBL. 

e)  Trailers – to buy or continue to rent? – The cost to buy a trailer would be approximately 

$5,000.00.  This item will be tabled. 

VII.  Books Sale –  

a) Holiday Boutique and Book Sale = Room Signs/ Thermometer with Fundraising 

Goal (this year’s goal $20,000)  A list of vendors passed around.  G. May wants to put a 

“thermometer” goal sign representing the FOBL goal of $20,000. 

b) 2020 Book Sale Dates – set for July 31 – August 3, 2020.   

 

G. May noted that next month the FOBL budget will be presented.  Additionally, there is an 

artist’s reception in the gallery this coming Sunday.  

 

VIII.  Director’s report – Y. Cech noted that the Ancestry.com renewal price is $2,2552.00.  

This past year, it had an average of 61 uses per month.  Y. Cech also showed photos of 

children reading in the new book nooks, that the mother of the children posted on 

Facebook.  It was noted that the collection of donations in memory of Brookfield resident 

Kelly currently totals $1,200.  Ideas for the donation include a purchase for the 

Children’s Area or the children’s collection at the library. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  D. Cioffi 


