
Minutes 
Friends of the Brookfield Library 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019, 6:30 p.m., upstairs in the Library 
 

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. 

Present:  D. Mariano, M. Proudfoot, P. Buchan, G. May, K. VanLeeuwen, D. Cioffi, A. White, J. Osika, 

A. Katsarakes, R. Hartmann, Y. Cech 

 

II. Approval of minutes from last meeting (July) – need to be sent by Dawn to put on website. 

III. Treasurer Report – approved. 

IV. Old Business –  

a) Copier - Y. Cech provided an overview of the public copier’s history.  The FOBL were the 

owners of the copier with the coin box.  The copier is currently not functioning and is in 

one of the storage trailers.  Staff are now making copies when requested by patrons. 

V. New Business-  

b) Holiday Boutique / Book Sale – November 23rd – G. May explained that the approval of 

the date for the sale was done via email vote.  Upon inquiry from D. Mariano, G. May 

advised that the signs for the sale are in the trailer, and she will check to make sure that 

they are not specific to a particular Saturday.  There was discussion regarding raising the 

price for the tables for vendors.  The Art Gallery Committee would like to have one of 

the tables to raise money to fund refreshments at artists’ receptions.  Any artist selling 

at that table may be asked to contribute a small percentage of his/her sale that day, to 

the Friends.  D. Cioffi is available to work that date, however, D. Mariano will be working 

at the Ann’s Place Festival of Trees.  A. Katsarakes suggested Goat Boy Soaps as a 

potential vendor.  The sale will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (and the signs in the trailer will 

be checked to ensure the accurateness of this timeframe, too). 

IV. Old Business (continued)–  

a) Copier (continued) – Y. Cech did speak with Town Hall administration about the copier situation. 

It is possible there may be a used copier from Town Hall that the Friends could have.  The Town 

may be consulted regarding disposing of the old copier.  Y. Cech will look at Circ stats to 

determine how many patrons are asking for copies to be made.  This matter was tabled to 

November.  

b) Update from Debbie Brooks about the Summer Program - G. May shared email from Debbie 

and indicated that not all the FOBL donation was spent.  Y. Cech also noted a big increase in high 

school students; pointing out that there were 737 participants overall, 70 student volunteers, 

1,757 visits to the bead table and teen logins via scratch-off tickets.  Upon inquiry from R. 

Hartmann about the reason behind the increase in participation, Y. Cech indicated that there 

were many different and interesting programs, as well as school outreach that was done prior to 

the summer break.  G. May pointed out that the booksale also benefited from utilizing high 

school volunteers.  D. Cioffi inquired what was done with the money that was not spent, and G. 

May will get that answer and mail it to all of the FOBL membership. 



 

c) Proper collection box – There was discussion regarding putting an attractive and secure money 

collection box at library events, so that it can be explained to audiences what the funds donated 

go toward.  Y. Cech had submitted examples, and J. Osika offered to look further into some of 

the possible ideas.  Ideally, this money collection box should be mobile, but protected from 

being stolen.  It was noted that the Concert Committee utilizes a wicker basket.  Y. Cech 

indicated that the money collection box that is chosen can be put at Friends-sponsored events, 

including summer reading activities. 

 

V. New business 

a) Fundraising ideas – wine/beer tasting, bus trips, Charity Run/Walk – There was discussion 

regarding bus trips to book festivals in major cities throughout the Northeast.  It was noted that 

such a trip could possibly be advertised in the Park & Rec brochure’s “community page”.  A 

charity walk/run is another possibility, however, the amount of work involved in organizing such 

an event was noted.  Other ideas include:  Savers’ fundraiser, and mini golf in the library, as well 

as silent auctions.  There was discussion regarding doing a town-wide mailing/appeal.  Y. Cech 

encouraged FOBL members to speak with John at Impact Printing or Every Door Direct Mail, who 

assisted with the last town-wide mailing.  J. Osika suggested making smaller postcards with a 

website.  R. Hartmann inquired if something could be incorporated into the Park and Rec flier.  

There was another suggestion regarding adding an FOBL contact to the “Frequently Requested 

phone numbers” in the Park & Rec brochure.  Dianne will obtain information from the post 

office about different mailings.  It is estimated that there are 8500 addresses in Brookfield.  D. 

Mariano will contact Maizie Jaffe about the EDDM mailing.   

c)   Possibly giving up one in-library sale shelf for a Genealogy Section- A Brookfield resident has 

expressed interest in maintaining this offering.  This subject will be tabled until the next meeting. 

d) publicizing Amazon Smile & the Google Library Extensions - Andrea White suggested advertising 

this at the Circ desk so that patrons are aware they can list the FOBL as a cause they can donate to. 

e) invoices from FOCL and Booksale finder 

f) “Do we have a reserve fund and how do we determine how much to keep in it?” 

g) Can anyone donate an iPad for circulation desk to use for selling books?  J. Osika might have 

one to offer to use to keep track of FOBL books at the Circ desk. 

h) Election of Officers – Nominating Committee has been Betsy and Patty –  

VI. Book Sale – 

a) Book Sale Review  

• Profits and Attendance numbers – There were 25 paid admissions, and 645 patrons.  $8,152.46 

was taken in and after expenses, $5,602.53 was the net profit.  Expenses included:  tapes, 

Dunkin Donuts, water, William, CES custodian, trailers, advertising, tape and markers. 

• Teen books being in the same room as the children’s books need to be same price or moved 

out to the gym 



Miscellaneous – There was discussion regarding utilizing PayPal as a means of payment for dues as well 

as for donations.  PayPal does charge a small processing fee, but D. Cioffi noted that the BHS Booster 

Club increased membership amounts after PayPal became an option, because of convenience. 

It was suggested that the membership appeal go out in mid-November this year, rather than in 

December. 

It was noted there was interest expressed by a patron to obtain a pass to the Florence Griswold 

Museum. 

It was decided to table the remainder of the agenda for the next regular meeting to be held on October 

1, 2019. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Cioffi, Secretary 


