
MINUTES 
FRIENDS OF THE BROOKFIELD LIBRARY 

JULY 2, 2019– 6:30 P.M. 
BROOKFIELD LIBRARY – COMMUNITY ROOM 

 

I. Call to order – Georgette May, Dawn Cioffi, Karen Murcott, B. McIlvaine, Vic from 

Scouts, Rosemary Hartmann, Patty Buchan, and Y. Cech present. 

 

The meeting was called to order 6:32 pm. 

 

Item VI (d) – Boy / Girl Scout Leader Vic Granchelli - G. May introduced Vic 

Granchelli, who is working with Scouts USA to determine how they can help at the booksale. 

Scouts USA is a boy and girl troop with members 11 – 15 years old.  G. May reviewed the 

process of emptying the trailer and moving to Center School, as well as the sorting process, 

which will start at 8:30 am on 7/20/19 and go until 5 pm that day.  Sorting will continue 

from Monday, 7/22 through Thursday, 7/25, from 9 am to 5 pm, to get ready for the sale 

which will begin on Friday, 7/26/19.  G. May noted that volunteers can help that day, too, 

cleaning up after the dealers and helping customers out to their cars.  She reviewed the 

schedule for the remainder of the weekend.  

 

Item VI (b) Donations to be given on Monday between 3 and 5 pm (Shirley 

Nwachukwu) The volunteer that will be taking donations to different organizations and 

they will need help filling up their cars.  Georgette discussed what will occur on Tuesday 

morning, post-sale, and reviewed cleaning the room.  She is still trying to get in touch with 

Discover Books.  She may have a cupcake truck and cookies on the Saturday day of the 

sale. 

 

Item VI (a) Food Pantry Collection at Summer Book Sale w/ $2.00 coupon 

(Shirley)? – There may be a collection for the food pantry and give them a coupon for the 

book sale.  Vic can’t get any Scouts for 7/20 because they will be camping.  He can get 

likely get kids for 7/27 and 7/28, as well as 7/30/19.  Vic will contact his troop members 

and get back to G. May.   

 

G. May also advised Vic that that the Friends participate in the Farmers’ Market, a “Small 

Business Saturday” and receptions for art gallery.  She indicated that the next artist 

reception is scheduled for 7/20 5:30 – 7 p.m. 

 

Y. Cech informed Vic that the volunteers can also do some weeding outside of the library 

near the teen area.  Patty Buchan offered to help the teens in determining what are weeds 

and what are not. 

 

Y. Cech and G. May offered praise for Scout Ryan Richards and his work with the donation 

bin. 



 

Item II - Approval of Minutes from last meeting – G. May advised that starting next 

week, the Minutes from all the meetings will be on the webpage.  K. Murcott said there is a 

new phone number and address listed. 

 

Item III – Treasurer’s Report – There was discussion regarding a pending expenditure of 

$1,400.  D. Cioffi moved to approve the expenditure, and G. May seconded the motion, and 

it carried unanimously. 

 

Item IV - Block Party Review – There was a total of $79.75 sales and donations, and K. 

Murcott will make the deposit.  It was noted that the Friends’ banner is in “McGee’s closet.”  

Summer reading schedules and Friends’ bookmarks with dates of the booksale were handed 

out at the Block Party. 

 

Item V - New Business –  

a) Newtown Book Sale with coupon – Noted.  The booksale will be held 7/13 – 

7/17. 

c) Flyer to Paid Members with $5.00 Coupon - There was discussion if it would be a 

good idea to send out a $5 off coupon to paid members for the Brookfield Friends’ 

sale.  B. McIlvaine suggested $4.  It was agreed to send out a flyer to paid members.  

G. May will get list of paid members from Dianne.  It was suggested that teen 

Summer Reading volunteers be given a coupon for $2.00 to spend at the book sale.  

Newtown book sale is 7/13 – 7/17. 

b) Summer Reading Program – G. May advised she received an email from Debbie 

Brooks with spreadsheet representing $278 expenses. Additionally, Children’s 

Assistant Meg Gill needs $56.19.  There are 288 students signed up for Summer 

Reading, and there is an anticipated need for more tags and beads.  K. Murcott 

moved to spend up to $300 for additional expenses for Summer Reading.  D. Cioffi 

seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

 

Item VI – Book Sale –  

a) Food Pantry Collection at Summer Book Sale – There was discussion regarding 

possibly having someone take a collection outside of the gymnasium for food pantry 

items, and the donor would be provided with a $2 coupon for the booksale.  It was 

suggested that the food donation incentive be publicized earlier next year.  G. May 

will pick up the signs for the sale.  K. Murcott will design and post flyers in Town Hall 

and the post office.  There was discussion regarding composing a press release about 

the booksale.  Betsy will speak with S. Slater about whether the Congregational 

Church needs books.  Georgette has some other local organizations (Danbury, New 

Milford) that need donations.   

 

Additionally, G. May will attempt to have a dedicated person at the door with a “shopper 

counter”.  D. Cioffi will see how much a counter costs. 



G. May read a letter from Robert Finn who is looking for certain titles and will pay $8 for 

those titles.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the consequences of working with one 

vendor and turning other regular book dealers away by doing so.  The booksale generally 

has about 21 paid admissions. 

Y. Cech thanked the Friends for supplementing furnishings in the refurbished Children’s 

Area. 

G. May has to follow up by phone her email to Discover Books. 

Y. Cech left the meeting at 7:33 pm 

There was discussion regarding Kelly’s Sweet Rewards being present at the booksale on 

Saturday from 9 a.m. through 1 p.m., with coffee and cupcakes, or having the Scouts doing 

a fundraiser. 

Review of book sale prices – G. May will send the list to K. Murcott so she can do a flyer.  

R. Hartmann suggested doing $5 table, a $2 table, and .25 cent table, with collectibles “as 

marked”.  G. May will also send Karen the dates and times of sales, plus admission fee 

hours. 

It was noted that there is a high volume of unsorted books, and that books need to be put 

aside for the Holiday Sale, the Little Free Libraries and the Farmers’ Market.  This issue will 

be addressed as the sorting for the booksale is done.  

Teen books may or may not be in the Children’s Room.  There was discussion as to where 

the parenting books should go. 

D. Cioffi will get white card stock for the table signs. 

Discussion re: parenting books.   

G. May read a thank you note from Mary Proudfoot regarding her retirement reception. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. Cioffi 


